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Graduate Rachel Newhouse seeks successor dog
 
This is a bittersweet time for 2005 graduates Rachel Newhouse and Thunder. The faithful Yellow Lab still wants to serve
Rachel, who has Cerebral Palsy, but old-age hip pain limits his abilities. And Rachel wants to hang on to him but knows
it’s best to let him retire, so she has applied to Summit for a successor dog.
 
“I have a lot of mixed feelings about that,” Rachel said. “Of course I am excited
to meet my new dog who will be able to do some of the things Thunder can no
longer do for me. On the other hand, I can’t imagine being without the amazing
friend who has been beside me all these years."
 
“Not only is he my extra hands, but the trust and friendship we have for each
other is crazy cool. Days made up of long play days at the lake, rides in the car,
hanging out at school meeting cute guys, and cozy cuddles at home in the
evening.”
 
Rachel says perhaps her greatest accomplishment with Thunder’s help was
moving out of her family’s home on a farm near Moses Lake and moving into
her own house in town, where she attends Big Bend Community College and
volunteers as a reading coach for students in first through third grades at a
local school. Thunder used to accompany her, and petting him was a reward
for good reading. But his joint problems make it very difficult and painful to get
in and out of the car, so he stays home.
 
“Without Thunder being there every step to give me courage, I don’t know if I
would have been able to do it, but here we are,” Rachel said.
 
Thunder is still living at home with her, and Rachel’s mother, Jennifer, said
Thunder still performs some tasks, but mostly, he is there to make her feel
safe.
 
“She’s thriving,” Jennifer said. “And we’re hopeful for a successor dog soon, so Thunder can truly retire.”

Wouldn’t you love to foster precious pups like this and help change a life?
 

   Velvet and Cruz, shown here with foster family Linda and Garry
   of Mill Creek, are a couple of Summit’s newest recruits. We’re hoping
   they will become Summit service dogs, either as successor dogs for
   graduates like Rachel, or as new service dogs for two of our 30
   applicants on our wait list. Foster homes are absolutely critical to our
   mission.  We are always searching for new puppies and adult shelter
   dogs to bring into our program to meet our growing needs, and we
   need homes for them during their developmental and transition times.
   Our current foster families tell us this is some of the most rewarding
   work they have ever done, and we would love to have you join us.
   Please e-mail  or call 360-293-5609 to learninfo@summitdogs.org
   more and apply.

Please join us April 27th for our Unleash Your Love luncheon

Please join us for our annual Unleash Your Love fundraising luncheon coming up on Monday, April 27th. We have a new
location this year at the Seattle Marriott Waterfront and we are thrilled to have columnist for Puget Sound Business
Journal Patti Payne emceeing the event.  Pre-registration is required by April 20th.  Reserve your seat today by
contacting (360) 293-5609 or info@summitdogs.org.

Please visit our website at  .www.summitdogs.org
Donate to our cause at  .www.summitdogs.org/donate
Like us on Facebook at  .www.facebook.com/summitdogs
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